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The National Intellectual Property Administration rejected 109 applications for
trademark registration using names of Olympic athletes on Thursday in a bid to protect
the name rights of public figures.
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Any signs, including words, graphs, letters, numerals, three-dimensional symbols, color
combinations, sound or any combination thereof, that are capable of distinguishing the
goods of a natural person, legal person or other organizations from those of others may
be applied for registration as trademarks.
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A trademark submitted for registration shall bear noticeable characteristics and be
readily distinguishable, and it may not conflict with the legitimate rights obtained by
others earlier.
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Some enterprises attempted to maliciously use the names of Olympic players to apply for
trademarks.
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The behavior, which is to benefit from others' reputation, has not only harmed Olympic
athletes' rights and interests, but also brought negative effects to society, according to the
note.
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It said the administration will intensify efforts to fight malicious trademark registrations
and keep a sound business environment, adding applicants or agencies that use improper
means to apply for trademarks will be punished in line with the law.
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Without getting permission from the Olympic athletes or guardians of players who are
minors, no one should maliciously register their names as trademarks or take other
action infringing on the right of their names or other rights, the committee said.
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"If such acts occur, the application for trademark registration should be suspended or
withdrawn in a timely manner," it said, adding that the athletes or guardians of young
players have the right to sue infringers.
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A natural person enjoys the right to name and is entitled to determine, use,

change, or allow others to use his name in accordance with law, provided that public
order and good morals are not offended.
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No organization or individual may infringe upon other’ s rights to name or rights to
entity name by means such as interference, misappropriation, impersonation, or the like.
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00O 00 trademark squatting

O 0O 00O trademark appropriation

0000 trademark imitation

000000 intellectual property rights protection

O00000 intellectual property (IP) ownership
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