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It was a picture of a little boy, seen from the back, standing on the fence outside the
National Zoo, under a sign that reads “ Zoo Temporarily Closed.” That picture has
been the visual flavor du jour for at least 24 hours. * The iconic image of the
shutdown,” it’ s been called, and people have shamed the government for breaking a
child’ s heart.
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The shutdown has stopped medical research, called off food inspectors, and held up veterans’ benefits, and we
are disregarding, even slighting all of these things if we presume to sum up the gravity of the situation in this single
image of a child.
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It helps that the iconography is simple: kid in an animal hat, zoo bars, Love Locked Ouit. It also helps that you can’t
see the child’s face. The juxtaposition of sign and small body and quasi-narrative situation invites our projections.
We assume that the child is forlorn, or that the picture is staged (it's not), or that the photographer was seeking to
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make a political point.

PP 7?7?7??77?7?7??7?7?7?7?7?7?7?7

There is, it's true, something scary, or sad, about this picture.
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We've all heard the tragic stories of the unintended consequences of the shutdown — cancer patients denied
treatments; military families who can't bury loved ones; mothers who can't feed their babies — but none will probably
spread as far and wide as this kid in a bear costume being locked out of the National Zoo.
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