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Seal carving in China originated in ancient times and became widespread during the Qin
Dynasty. Initially, the art of seal carving was used for the imperial seal, which was
exclusively for the emperor. The royal seals were known as Xi and were only to be used
by members of the royal family. Following the Qin Dynasty, a variety of different seals
emerged, which were used as personalized stamps for private purposes. These unofficially
commissioned stamps were called Yin. During the Tang Dynasty, due to superstition, the
name for seals was changed to Bao, because the pronunciation of Xi was similar to
another Chinese character that means “ death.”
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