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The true nature of Vincent van Gogh’ s death continues to be a topic ripe for mystery
— after a leading forensics expert has claimed that the artist was murdered.
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The Sunflowers painter died an agonising 29 hours after taking a bullet to the abdomen
in a wheat field near Paris in 1890. On his death bed he apparently revealed he had shot
himself.
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However, Dr. Vincent Di Maio, an expert on gunshot injuries, has said that he be
believes the wound was “ not self-inflicted” .
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According to Vanity Fair, Di Maio, who was a key witness at the George Zimmerman
trial, said that it was highly likely that Van Gogh “ did not shoot himself” .
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He made the claim in response to a request by Steven Naifeh and Gregory White Smith,
whose biography of Van Gogh disputes the long-held suicide theory.
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In Van Gogh: The Life, a 960-page book published in 2011, the Pulitzer Prize-winning
authors claim that the artist had been shot, possibly accidentally, by a couple of boys and
that he had decided to protect them by accepting the blame.
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American academic John Rewald had talked of hearing local rumours about such a
theory in the 1930s.
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But Naifeh and Smith were attacked for publishing their theory and in 2013 Louis van
Tilborgh and Teio Meedendorp published a critical review in the Burlington Magazine,
which reiterated the suicide narrative.
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