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Section A-1b

Tony: Hey, Mark, maybe we could go swimming in the river later this afternoon.
Mark: I don't think | want to go, Tony.

Tony: Why not?

Mark: I was there last weekend and the river was really dirty. Even the bottom of the river
was full of rubbish and there were no more fish for fishermen to catch.

Tony: No way! It used to be so clean. In fact, it has always been the nicest river in this
town.

Mark: Not anymore. | think people are throwing litter into the river. Factories are also
puting waste into the river.

Tony: That's terrible! We should write to the government. They should close down the
factories.

Mark: Good idea! But I think everyone in this town should help to clean up the river,
too. Everyone should play a part, not just the government.

Section A-2a

Interviewer: Today we're talking to Jason and Susan about environmental problems.
Jason and Susan, can you tell us about some of the problems you've seen?

Jason: | think one problem is that the air is badly polluted. | hardly ever see blue skies
anymore.

Susan: Yes, and | used to see the stars clearly.
Interviewer: What do you think has caused this problem?

Susan: Well, there are more cars on the road these days.
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Jason: And factories that burn coal also pollute the air with a lot of black smoke.
Interviewer: What other problems do you see?
Susan: | guess there's too much rubbish and waste in the streets.

Jason: Yes! Every day people are throwing away things like wooden chopsticks, plastic
bowls and plastic bags.

Susan: They're also littering in public places, for example, during picnics in parks. This is
turning beautiful places into ugly ones.

Interviewer: You're right. These are serious problems for our environment. Next, let's
talk about the things we can do to help.

Section A-2d
Interviewer: Jason and Susan, what are your ideas for solving these problems?

Jason: Well, to cut down air pollution, we should take the bus or subway instead of
driving.

Susan: Yeah, or ride a bike. There are other advantages of bike riding. It’ s good for
health and it doesn’ t cost anything!

Interviewer: Great ideas! What about waste pollution?

Susan: Mmm, | think simple things like bringing a bag to go shopping can help. | started
doing that a year ago.

Jason: Me, too. Also, | never take wooden chopsticks or plastic forks when | buy
takeaway food. | use the ones at home.

Susan: And remember to throw rubbish in the bins and keep public places clean and
beautiful for everyone.

Interviewer: So together, our actions can make a difference and lead to a better future!
Section A-3a
Save the Sharks!

Many have heard of shark’ s fin soup. This famous and expensive dish is especially
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popular in southern China. But do you realize that you’ re killing a whole shark each
time you enjoy a bowl of shark’ s fin soup?

When people catch sharks, they cut off their fins and throw the shark back into the
ocean. This is not only cruel, but also harmful to the environment. Without a fin, a shark
can no longer swim and slowly dies. Sharks are at the top of the food chain in the

ocean’ secosystem. If their numbers drop too low, it will bring danger to all ocean life.
Many believe that sharks can never be endangered because they are the strongest in their
food chain. But in fact, around 70 million sharks are caught and traded in this industry
every year. The numbers of some kinds of sharks have fallen by over 90 percent in the
last 20 to 30 years.

Environmental protection groups around the world, such as WildAid and the WWF, are
teaching the public about “ finning” . They have even asked governments to develop
laws to stop the sale of shark’ s fins. So far, no scientific studies have shown that

shark’ s fins are good for health, so why eat them? Help save the sharks!

Section B-1c&1d

Jack: Turn off the lights, Julia. It saves electricity.

Julia: Oh, I usually do that. | was just in a hurry.

Jack: I see. I've just read a book which gives ideas about how we can save the
environment. For example, you should turn off the shower when you're washing your
hair.

Julia: Oh, I would never do that. | have very short hair. It only takes a few minutes to
wash. What else does it say?

Jack: You should take your own bags when you go shopping.

Section B 1c&1d

Julia: Oh, that's easy. I'll do that from now on. What else?

Jack: People should stop riding in cars and start riding bikes

Julia: No way! It would take me 45 minutes to get to school by bike!
Jack: But it's good for the environment! Besides, I like riding my bike.

Julia: Yes, and you also live close to school!
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Section B-2b
Rethink, Reuse, Recycle!

Do you often throw away things you don’ t need anymore? Have you ever thought
about how these things can actually be put to good use? Nothing is a waste if you have a
creative mind.

You have probably never heard of Amy Hayes, but she is a most unusual woman. She
lives in a house in the UK that she built herself out of rubbish.The windows and doors
come from old buildings around her town that were pulled down. The top of the house is
an old boat turned upside down. And the gate in front of her house is made of rocks and
old glass bottles. Amy recently won a prize from the Help Save Our Planet Society. The
president said, * Amy is an inspiration to us all.”

Amy isn’ tthe only one who is good at recycling. Jessica Wong from Hong Kong uses
old clothes that people don’ t wear anymore to make bags. She has been doing this for a
few years now. She opened a small shop where she sells her bags, and she has also set up a
website to sell them online. She especially likes to use old jeans to make handbags. Her
bags are cute and useful. “ | plan to write a book about new ways to use old clothes,”

she said. “ | hope people can read my book and enjoy it!”

Wang Tao set up a small business in Shanghai four years ago. He is known for using iron
and other materials from old cars to make beautiful art pieces. Some are large pieces that
look like animals or humans, and some are smaller pieces you can put at home. The more
popular works can even been seen in art shops around the city. Wang Tao hopes to set
up a“ metal art” theme park to show people the importance of environmental
protection. Not only can the art bring happiness to others, but it also shows that even
cold, hard iron can be brought back to life with a little creativity.
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